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Norton TT Riders in 1930ies
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The United Kingdom of Great Britain was not allowed to host motor racing events. The Parliament
of the self-governing Isle of Man, situated in the Irish Sea between Ireland and England, offered a
way out. The British Motor Sports Association devised a special regulation for the Tourist Trophy,
which was put out to tender for motorcycles from 1907 onwards. However, it was by no means a
tourist competition, despite its initial limits on fuel consumption.

On the contrary, it developed into the toughest race in the world, with up to seven laps on a 60 km
street circuit around the island. The gain in prestige for the English motorcycle and equipment
manufacturers as well as their riders from Great Britain and Ireland and promoting the event with
appropriate advertising helped the Isle of Man TT to worldwide importance in the 1930s.

After1949, the TT races were part of the newly created Motorcycle World Championship. That
put it even more in the spotlight. Although it lost this World Championship status in 1977, the
Isle of Man TT still exists in its original form today and has remained the place where the hero-
ic stories of young racers from Ireland and the United Kingdom still have their origin.

The Norton Manufacturing Company, founded 1898 in Wolverhampton, was the most sucessful
motorcylce manufacturer of the Tourist Trophy, winning 20 titles in Junior as well as Senior classes.

Stanley Robertson Keig

Heroic tales need pictures, and many photographers captured the TT races on the Isle of Man.
Local photographer Thomas Stanley Keig, who inherited his father’'s studio from 1862, aimed to
do the same. Early on, he covered various track sections during training and races, but later focu-
sed on portraits of riders and motorcycles using glass plate negatives. These were popular with
manufacturers, the press, and postcard buyers. His son, Stanley Robertson Keig, continued the
business into the 1920s, with two more successors until S. R. Keig Ltd. closed in 2010. Thankfully,
the full archive was preserved.

www.brummm.com/photographers/stanley-robertson-keig
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