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Bonneville Speed Week 2023
ボンネビル・スピード・ウィーク2023

Most of us motorists have a secret ‚bucket list‘ in the back of our minds - magical places that we 
definitely want to experience for ourselves once in our life. 
The huge dry salt lakes in the US state of Utah are definitely one of the places where the highest 
land speeds of over 1,000 km/h are achieved. Of the former 35,000 square meters of salt area of 
the former Lake Bonneville at the beginning of the last century, not even half of it remains, since 
1917 the mining of potash salt for use as fertilizer has increased both the size of the area and the 
thickness of the salt layer of the ‚Salt Flats‘ is greatly reduced.

After cruising hundreds of miles through stunning landscapes we make it to Wendover as the 
organizers announce that the Salt will be opened the next day. The little town is packed with cars 
and trailers waiting on the streets so the Salt can be opened. Tuesday morning the racing folks 
move over to the salt flats and setup their paddocks to be ready for next days racing. 

15cm water is there in the entrance area and the paddocks are still wet but at least the shorter 5 
kilometer track of the two tracks is opened on Wednesday to the motorcycles and some slower 
cars.  The atmosphere is familiar, drivers and start marshals greet each other and everyone is 
happy that Speed Week can take place after a long preparation period.

A fairly wide range of vehicles is at the start, all of them driven by the Bonneville myth and the in-
ner urge to drive as fast as possible. An absolute eye-catcher is the extremely flat triumphs of Alp 
Sungurtekin, who is a super nice and positively crazy speed nerd, as I can tell during the evening 
chat in our motel parking lot, where he and a few other teams are staying, who like to have a beer 
together after a hard racing day and unpack all sorts of ‚salt fever stories‘.

Hermann Köpf

Hermann grew up in Bavarian countryside, where the annual hillclimbing race sparked his 
passion for everything on two wheels. He had his first ride at the age of five on a 1930s Sachs 
Presto before he began wrenching, riding and racing his pre-electronic Ducatis. Now living in 
Munich, he runs a marketing and design office, writing and shooting for international motorcycle 
and lifestyle magazines as well as for corporate commissions. He is one of the two publishers of 
BRUMMM. And finally, he is now also head of the organizing committee of the hillclimbing revival 
event in his home village.

www.hermannkoepf.com
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